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Welcome our Summer Helpers!

We're thrilled to introduce two incredible young women who have joined
Inner Hope's team this summer—Paris and Cailyn. Both bring a deep sense of
connection, joy, and dedication to their work, and we're so grateful to have

them with us.

Meet Paris

Paris comes to us from
Kahkewistahaw Nation, located in
Saskatchewan.

She first connected with Inner Hope
at age 12 through the Boundless
program, following in the footsteps
of her sister, who was part of the
very first group of Boundless youth.
Paris was mentored by two strong
role models and reflects fondly on
her experience—even if she admits
she was a bit stubborn at times!

After interning with us last summer,
she returned this year because the
kids (and Kayla!) kept asking.

Paris is especially looking forward
to the Boundless camping trip and
jokes that the teens' enthusiasm
and energy put the young adults
to shame, though we're pretty sure
she's just teasing.

Meet Cailyn

Cailyn is Sugpiaqg/Alutiiq from the
Chugach and Eyak regions of Prince
William Sound, Alaska.

She is completing her practicum with
Inner Hope as she finishes her final
year at Pacific Life Bible College,
where she's pursuing a degree in
Intercultural Ministry.

Cailyn was most excited to

support the Indigenous graduation
celebration, and she loved being

a Helper in the Ceremony and
witnessing how the community came
together to honour and uplift this
year's graduates.
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Paris and Cailyn both served as Workers in
the Grad Blanketing Ceremony

Prayers for the Summer Ahead

As we enter a busy season filled with camps and community gatherings, we
would deeply appreciate your prayers. Please pray for strength and energy for
our staff and volunteers, for meaningful connections to be built with youth, and
for moments of rest and joy in the midst of all the activity.
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On June 18th, Inner Hope gathered
with family, friends, and community
to honour five exceptional

young people at our annual Grad
Blanketing Ceremony, the highest
honour in Coast Salish communities.
This year's ceremony was especially
meaningful as it marked not only
the achievements of our 2025
graduates, but also a legacy that
began in deep grief and grew into
hope.

Twenty years ago, Sharon, a youth
Jenny had been journeying with,
tragically lost her life in a car
accident involving a stolen vehicle.
Her passing sparked the creation of
Inner Hope. Roberta, her sister, was
born a year and a half later. This
June, we were honoured to see her
graduate.

Led by Inner Hope's Cultural Mentor,
John Johnstone, the evening was
filled with laughter, tears, and "Good
Words" spoken over each graduate
by those who love them. These Good
Words—blessings and affirmations—
honour the graduates' strength,
character, and journeys.

Katana was celebrated for her
caring spirit and deep emotional
intelligence. "She's loving, kind,

and truly a genius in social
relationships,” shared her mentor.
“She lifts people up and always sees
the good in others." Her path to
graduation wasn't easy, but Katana
kept walking, always going the extra
mile for those around her.

Jayden stood surrounded by
unwavering support. His mother
reminded him, “We're always with
you," and his mentor affirmed that his
community is right behind him. Their
words reflected a graduate who is
deeply loved and never alone on the
journey ahead.

Roberta was honoured by her brother
for her strength after facing a very
tough year. "She showed up even
when she didn't want to," said a
friend. "She's thoughtful, witty, an
amazing friend, and an incredible
sister." Her graduation is a symbol

of perseverance and the love that
continues to grow in Sharon's
memory.

Naveah was described as someone
with a deep love for people often
overlooked. Her passion for art and
her relentless commitment through
difficult times were lifted up as
testaments to her strength. "We're so
proud of how far she's come and how
hard she's worked."

Elizabeth was described as brilliant
and full of life. “Whatever she puts her
mind to, she does,"” shared a supporter.
“She loves so big—with a heavenly
love. Elizabeth sparks joy and life, even
in the midst of heartbreak and mess."

As we reflect on this year's ceremony,
we are reminded why Inner Hope
exists: to stand in the gap, to nurture
hope, and to witness growth. This
year's grads embody all of that, and
more. Thank you for making this
journey possible.

JOIN GUR PRAYER TEAM!

Prayer is one of the most important ways you can support us. To
receive our monthly prayer letter, visit www.innerhope.ca/pray
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