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An Update from Jenny Shantz  ............ooee.

As you may have heard, in early 2026, | hope to move from my role as
Executive Director of Inner Hope Youth Ministries into a newly created role
(still within Inner Hope Youth Ministries) focused on Community Support and
advocacy. After prayer, discernment, and conversations with trusted friends
and mentors, | sense that God is inviting me into this new season of ministry.

The vision for this new role is grounded in a deepening commitment to
support the Inner Hope community as they continue to navigate the ongoing

: _ _ _ o Jenny Shantz and Carla Dickinson founded
impacts of intergenerational trauma and healing. The role was originally Inner Hope in 2007 after a trag/c death

identified as a priority in our 2023-2027 Strategic Plan, and | recently came SR PR
to realize that this role aligns beautifully with my desire to engage in more & ¢ %

hands-on, relational work. The kind of work that drew me to this community
in the first place.

It will also provide more time for one of my greatest passions - advocacy. |
want to journey alongside those navigating overwhelming systems like social
services, the justice system, and health care. These systems can be incredibly
complex and discouraging, and | believe this is where I'm being called to offer
meaningful support.

In 0‘1 /nnerHopeC/ rgted it's 10 year '7
. o . . . anniversary alongside friends.

This community is my family, and | feel both humbled and excited to step into : -
this new space with renewed purpose, bringing all that I've learned over the
years and offering it in service of those | care so deeply about. The Inner Hope
board is supportive of my decision, and for this, | am deeply grateful.

The mission and community of Inner Hope remain deeply rooted in my heart,
and | continue to be so grateful for each of you who have journeyed alongside
me through your years of prayers, encouragement, generosity, and faithful
partnership.

As | respond to this new calling, | trust that God is not only making a way
for me personally, but also continuing to guide Inner Hope into a future
filled with hope, purpose, and greater impact. | hold fast to the promise of
Jeremiah 29:11 "For | know the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” | believe
wholeheartedly that the seeds sown in love and faithfulness over the years
will continue to bear fruit.

Jenny will continue meeting with the
Community Advisory Committee in her new role

| look forward to connecting with many of you in the days and weeks ahead
and invite you to continue walking with us as we seek God's heart for justice,
healing, and growth in our community.

Jenny Shantz Jennyis eXC/ted to pursue a ro/e that br/ngs her
Executive Director closer to the community that is her family
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Summer Highlights

This summer was filled with moments
of joy, growth, and deep connection
across our community.

In June, nine families and five staff
members (42 individuals) gathered at

Camp Qwanoes for Family Camp. It was
an unforgettable weekend of laughter,
rest, and shared meals in a beautiful,
peaceful setting - an opportunity to
step away from the pressures of city
life and simply enjoy being together.

Throughout July and
August, dozens of children
and youth attended
sleepaway camps at Camp
Qwanoes. These weeks
were marked by fun
activities, new friendships,
and meaningful spiritual
growth. We give thanks for
the lasting impact these
camp experiences continue
to have in young lives.

Our life skills programs
also had their own summer
adventures, enjoying two
camping trips hosted by
John and Jen Johnstone in
their welcoming Chilliwack
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yard. Around campfires, shared meals,
and outdoor fun, youth built strong
connections and found space to grow.
A highlight came when Richie, our
Boundless Coordinator, led a sunrise
“Spiritual Bath" in Cultus Lake. Despite
groans about the early wake-up, many
teens named it their favourite moment.
It was an experience of prayer,
community, and God's presence that
they will carry forward.

We closed the summer with a
community BBQ at the end of August,
where families gathered to enjoy

good food and time together. Children
laughed and played games while adults
connected over a delicious meal.

We're grateful for a summer filled with
joy and restoration, and for the ways
God continues to use these times away
to strengthen our community.
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